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BETHANY  MISSION. 


In  the  number  attending,  our  report  scarcely  varies  from 
that  of  a  year  ago,  there  being  now  on  our  roll  24  Officers  and 
Teachers,  and  402  Scholars. 

In  consequence  of  five  of  our  classes  being  without  regular 
teachers  from  one  to  three  months,  the  average  attendance 
has  been  rather  smaller.  With  this  exception,  for  which  the 
scholars  may  be  excused,  we  feel  that  our  work  in  its  different 
departments  has  been  prospered — there  never  having  been  a 
year  in  our  history  when  there  was  more,  if  as  much,  earnest¬ 
ness  and  solidity  in  the  scholars. 

This  has  been  particularly  manifest  in  the  weekly  religious 
meetings,  the  Band  of  Hope  meetings,  and  in  the  collections 
from  the  school. 

The  former  have  averaged  larger  than  ever  before,  and  have 
been  characterized  by  a  fervency  and  solemnity  which  have 
assured  us  of  the  Lord’s  presence  and  blessing.  In  them, 
eleven  of  our  scholars  have  made  public  acknowledgment  of 
their  faith  in  the  Saviour,  and  of  their  desire  and  intention 
to  follow  him  in  newness  of  life. 

They  have  been  conducted  with  simplicity  and  quietness, 
and  certainly  show  that  colored  people  do  not  need  noise  and 
excitement  to  interest  them  in  the  matter  of  personal  religion. 

The  Temperance  meetings  have  been  considerably  larger 
than  before.  The  interest  was  so  deep,  that  besides  the 
monthly  meetings,  several  extra  ones  were  held  last  spring. 
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In  several  of  these,  we  had  valuable  and  very  kind  aid  from 
those  not  connected  with  us,  to  whom  we  feel  largely  indebted. 

At  these  times,  quite  a  number  have  taken  the  pledge  for 
the  first  time,  and  many  others,  we  believe,  have  been  strength¬ 
ened  in  their  temperance  principles. 

The  collections  from  the  scholars  in  1876,  amounted  to  $100, 
while  last  year,  they  amounted  to  $146.  These  were  under¬ 
stood  by  them  to  be  for  the  poor  among  themselves,  and  while 
no  special  effort  was  made,  they  were  encouraged  to  give  what 
they  could,  as  to  the  Lord.  In  addition  to  this,  $14.30  was 
collected  among  the  scholars  themselves,  and  appropriated  for 
this  same  purpose. 

In  the  summer,  our  Library  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  100  new  books,  and  100  books  which  had  been  much  used 
were  re-bound.  It  now  numbers  600  volumes,  and  from  it, 
3,649  loans  were  made  during  the  year. 

With  various  wants  yet  to  meet,  the  Provident  Society  has 
given  out  296  garments, — 50  women  and  51  children  sharing 
in  this  distribution.  Besides  this  work,  $195  of  our  receipts 
(see  Treasurer’s  report,)  have  been  expended  for  shoes,  fune¬ 
rals,  and  other  help  ;  and  in  these  many  cases  of  aid,  whether 
of  very  small  or  larger  amounts,  there  have  been  but  two 
instances  where  there  was  any  effort  to  get  more  than  would 
supply  the  need,  and  in  all  cases,  a  gratitude  has  been  mani¬ 
fested  which  could  not  be  mistaken. 

In  the  greater  difficulty  of  getting  along  last  year,  owing 
mainly  to  the  scarcity  of  work,  our  Saving  Fund  fully  demon, 
strated  its  usefulness.  $2,147.72  were  received  from  deposit¬ 
ors,  while  more  than  $1000  in  excess  of  this,  deposited 
previously,  were  paid  out  to  them.  Much  of  this  may  be  said 
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to  have  been  money  actually  saved,  and  which  would  not  have 
been  thus  available  in  time  of  need,  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  depositing  on  the  spot,  and  in  small  sums,  been  presented 
in  this  way. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  days  in  our  history,  was  that  set 
apart  last  summer,  by  the  Managers  of  the  Permanent  Exhi¬ 
bition,  for  the  “Sunday  Schools”  of  this  city,  when  20,000 
such  scholars  attended.  More  than  200  of  our  number  were 
present,  among  them  several  of  the  older  women,  all  of  whom 
seemed  greatly  to  enjoy  the  exercises,  as  well  as  the  many 
attractions  of  the  Building. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  incidents  of  the  year  was  the 
receipt  of  $300  from  the  estate  of  Charles  M.  Eckert,  through 
his  mother,  Emily  T.  Eckert,  and  by  the  kindly  remembrance 
of  her  attorney,  an  old  contributor.  This  was  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived,  and  is  regarded  as  an  evidence  of  the  Lord’s  favor  to 
us. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  facts  of  the  year,  is  the  number 
of  visits  reported  by  our  teachers.  1014  such  visits  have  been 
made  since  last  report :  some  for  counsel,  some  for  warning, 
some  for  help,  some  for  consolation  in  sickness  and  death,  and 
some  for  encouragement ;  and  who  can  estimate  the  effect  of 
these  visits,  made  under  the  precious  influence  of  the  love  of 
God  and  the  love  of  souls. 

Following  the  plan  adopted  the  year  before,  during  two 
summer  months,  general  exercise  sessions  were  held.  In 
speaking  of  them,  the  Secretary  says,  “  Besides  visitors  who 
have  been  present  each  first-day,  there  has  been  an  average 
attendance  of  7  Teachers  and  56  Scholars.  These  gatherings 
have  been  manifestly  blessed,  and  the  attendance  and  interest 
shown,  fully  convinced  all  who  were  present  of  the  wisdom 
of  keeping  the  school  open.” 
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The  usual  number  of  Temperance  and  other  religious 
papers  have  been  distributed,  and  Bibles  have  been  furnished 
where  we  have  known  of  the  need. 

In  regard  to  the  desired  New  Building,  there  has  been  no 
change  since  last  year,  and  very  little  added  to  its  fund. 

Having  had  no  offer  for  our  present  property,  the  sale  of 
which  we  consider  the  first  requisite  for  a  change,  we  have 
felt  it  right  to  remain  quietly  at  work  where  we  are. 

Believing  the  work  to  be  the  Lord’s,  we  earnestly  desire  in 
this  matter,  as  in  all  others,  sincerely  to  wait  for  and  follow 
His  Divine  leading,  feeling  assured  that  if  this  is  done,  God 
will,  indeed,  be  glorified,  and  His  cause  promoted. 

Marcellus  Balderston,  Supt. 

No.  902  Spring  G-arden  St. 

Wm.  H.  Garrigues,  Secretary, 

No.  608  Arch  Street. 

Philadelphia,  1st  mo.  1878. 
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FOR M  OF  A  LEGACY. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Bethany  Mission  for  Colored 
People ,  the  sum  of  to  be 

paid  to  their  Treasurer ,  for  the  time  being ,  and  applied 
towards  carrying  on  the  designs  of  the  Mission. 


TREASURER’S  3PL  E  IP  O  E  T  . 

RECEIPTS.  ‘  EXPENDITURES. 

Balance  on  hand,  .  .  .  $  13  40  Ground  Rent  and  Insurance,  .  .  $128  25 

Contributions,  ....  309  40  Shoes,  .....  82  35 
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1  mo.,  1878,  Cash  on  hand,  .  .  .  $765  57 

We  have  examined  the  above  accounts  of  M.  Balderston,  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct.  g.  ft.  Garrtgues,  ) 
Philadelphia,  1st  mo.,  1878.  E.  G.  Boring,  j  1  U(  ltols 
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